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Synopsis

"WE ARE FREE!" When Russian soldiers liberate Grafenort, the Nazi labor camp where she is a
prisoner, nineteen-year-old Riva discovers that liberation doesn’t mean the end of her hardship and
suffering. Cold and starving, threatened with rape by the same Russian soldiers who were her
saviors, Riva makes her way to her old home in Poland, searching like so many others for family
who may have survived. Strengthened by her mother’s credo, as long as there is life, there is hope,
and by the promise of a new love and a new life, Riva endures the long years of waiting for real
freedom and a real home. Picking up where her acclaimed memoir The Cage leaves off, Ruth
Minsky Sender has written another inspirational document of the power of hope and love over

unspeakable cruelty.
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Customer Reviews

This sequel to The Cage follows the author after her liberation from a Nazi concentration camp.
Despite flaws with the pacing, PW said, "As testament to the human spirit, this memoir shines."

Ages 12-up. (Mar.) n Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Grade 6 Up This powerfully written sequel to The Cage (Macmillan, 1986) is aptly named. In
recounting her experiences following World War Il, Sender lays strong emphasis on life, the future,

family, and especially children. The most poignant scenes in the book involve children. For all the



psychological scars, for all the torment the survivors of the Holocaust remember, and the hatred and
scorn they must still endure, this is not a bleak book. Riva marries Moniek, another survivor, and
they start a new family. Her older brother and sisters who fled to Russia at the start of the war are
found, each with their new families. After much frustration and searching, they locate distant
relatives in the U.S., and in 1950, five years after liberation, Riva, Moniek, and their children are
allowed to enter the U.S. Although memaoirs of the Holocaust abound, there is very little written on
the aftermath. Joanna Reiss’ The Journey Back (Crowell, 1976) and Aranka Siegal’'s Grace in the
Wilderness (Farrar, 1985) are two other books that deal with this period. To Life is a more
immediate book, however. Told in the present tense, it brings Riva’s experiences close to readers
instead of shrouding them with the veils of intervening years. To Life is not just a highly
recommended book, it is a necessity. Susan M. Harding, Mesquite Public Library, Tex.Copyright
1988 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of

this title.

Was delivered in a day or two. Brand new. | personally loved this book & highly recommended it,

especially if you have already read the first book "The Cage".

THIS BOOK IS ONLY ONE OF THREE SHE HAS WRITTEN ABOUT HER EXPERIENCES AS A
YOUNG CHILD OF THE HOLOCAUST,ALL THE WAY THROUGH TILL SHE FINALLY COMES TO
AMERICA,AND SAFETY!IT IS INTRIGUING AND WILL MAKE YOU WONDER IF YOU COULD
HAVE GONE THROUGH WHAT SHE SURVIVED! | READ IT IN ONE SITTING AS IT KEPT ME
GLUED TO EVERY PAGE ABOUT EVERY CHILLING EVENT.

| liked this better than the first book, The Cage. | felt this book gave more details and had more

emotion.

| love this book and the other books written by Ruth Sended (Riva)

| was very pleased with my order. | really enjoyed the book. This book adds to my Holocaust and

World War Il Book Collection. To me the book on easy reading.

great read, great book...



Powerful book!

| have read her other books, and all are great reads, inspiring and touching. We must never forget.
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